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Abstract - This study offers an in-depth examination of Marathwada region’s morphometric characteristics, specifically focusing 
on its susceptibility to drought. Using Digital Elevation Models (DEMs) and administrative boundaries, the research generated river 
networks and assessed various morphometric properties including Elongation Ratio, Form Factor, Circularity Ratio, Relief Ratio, 
Bifurcation Ratio, Ruggedness Number, Stream Frequency, Drainage Density, Constant Channel of Maintenance, Length of 
Overland Flow, Drainage Intensity, and Drainage Texture. These metrics were then analyzed to evaluate the district's vulnerability 
to drought. The results yield significant insights into the hydrological dynamics of the area, aiding in the development of more 
efficient water management strategies and drought mitigation measures. 
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1.INTRODUCTION 
 
This research undertakes a detailed and comprehensive analysis of the topographic and morphometric parameters of four key 
districts in the Marathwada region - Jalna, Aurangabad, Nanded, and Beed, along with their respective talukas. Leveraging the 
robust capabilities of Quantum Geographic Information System (QGIS), a wide array of parameters were meticulously derived 
to gain a deeper understanding of the physical characteristics of these basins. 
 
The parameters studied encompass a broad spectrum, ranging from topographic aspects such as area, perimeter, basin length, 
maximum and minimum height, topographic position index, terrain ruggedness index, and roughness, to morphometric aspects 
like stream number, stream order, stream length, bifurcation ratio, and mean stream length. Each of these parameters, derived 
from rigorous software analysis and mathematical computations, provides valuable insights into the hydrological behavior of 
the region. 
 
Furthermore, the study delves into areal aspects such as elongation ratio, form factor, circularity ratio, stream frequency, 
drainage density, constant channel of maintenance, length of overland flow, drainage intensity, drainage texture, and 
ruggedness number. It also explores relief aspects like slope, relief, and relief ratio. Each of these parameters, carefully 
calculated and analyzed, contributes to a holistic understanding of the region’s geomorphology. 
 
The implications of these parameters are manifold, influencing flood prediction, water resources management, and the 
assessment of land use changes on the basin’s hydrology. This research, therefore, stands as a significant contribution to the 
field of geomorphology and hydrology, offering a detailed, data-driven examination of the Marathwada region. 
 
The findings of this study have the potential to inform sustainable water management practices and contribute to the region’s 
resilience against climate change impacts. By providing a comprehensive understanding of the region’s topography and 
morphology, this research paves the way for future studies and interventions aimed at enhancing the region’s water security 
and sustainability. This research, therefore, not only contributes to academic knowledge but also has significant practical 
implications for the region’s development and environmental management. 

 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
Researchers in hydrology and geomorphology use geospatial techniques for morphometric analysis of river basins, focusing on 
understanding basin properties for holistic hydrological assessment.  
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G S Deepa Varghese et al.'s study evaluates groundwater capacity in two coastal Kerala sub-watersheds through morphometric 
analysis using remote sensing and QGIS. The northern sub-watershed, with higher drainage density, stream frequency, and 
bifurcation ratio, exhibited greater groundwater potential. The study concludes that remote sensing and GIS effectively assess 
groundwater potential for resource management and conservation. 
 
Abhishek Jain et al.'s research paper analyzes Kakan Watershed's morphometric characteristics using remote sensing and GIS, 
emphasizing their role in watershed analysis and conservation. The study highlights the accurate assessment of lithological 
features and prediction of geomorphic landslides, underscoring the value of morphometric assessment in understanding water 
behavior in a specific region. 
 
Research by Ramesh Kumar Patel et al., Hazir S. Çadraku, and Abrar Yousuf focuses on morphometric analysis using remote 
sensing and GIS techniques in different river watersheds, emphasizing the importance of watershed attributes for effective 
water resource management. 
 

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 
In this study, researchers combined remote sensing data, GIS software, and morphometric analysis techniques. They utilized 
Digital Elevation Models (DEMs) obtained from the reliable Open Topography website. These high-resolution models provided 
detailed terrain information essential for morphometric analysis. Additionally, taluka level administrative boundary data from 
the Survey of India helped define the study area within Jalna, Aurangabad, Nanded, and Beed Districts. Using QGIS, the DEMs 
were clipped to obtain specific taluka and district extents. River networks were derived, revealing drainage patterns. 
Morphometric properties (e.g., Elongation Ratio, Bifurcation Ratio) were calculated, aiding in understanding hydrological 
behavior and drought vulnerability. The study contributes to effective water resource management. 

 

 

Fig -1: DEMs of Various Talukas of Jalna District in QGIS 
 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

Following are the parameters studied in this study: 
Topographic Parameters: 
 

 Area (A) (Schumm (1956) [7]): The total surface area of the basin, measured in square kilometers. It is determined 
through software analysis. Larger areas can contribute to higher runoff volumes. 
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 Perimeter (P) (Schumm (1956) [7]): The total length of the boundary of the basin, measured in kilometers. It is also 
determined through software analysis. A larger perimeter can indicate a more irregular shape, which can affect the 
timing of runoff. 

 Basin Length (Lb) (Schumm (1956) [7]): The maximum length of the basin, measured in kilometers. It is 
determined through software analysis. The length of the basin can influence the time of concentration of runoff. 

 Maximum Height (Z): The highest point in the basin, measured in meters. It is determined from a Digital Elevation 
Model (DEM). Higher elevations can lead to steeper slopes and faster runoff. 

 Minimum Height (z): The lowest point in the basin, measured in meters. It is also determined from a DEM. The 
minimum height can indicate the base level for the basin. 

 Topographic Position Index (TPI): A dimensionless measure of a location’s elevation relative to its neighbors. It is 
determined through software analysis. Higher values can indicate hilltops, while lower values can indicate valleys. 

 Terrain Ruggedness Index (TRI): A dimensionless measure of terrain roughness. It is determined through software 
analysis. Higher values can indicate a more rugged or complex terrain. 

 Roughness : A dimensionless measure of the variation in elevation in the basin. It is determined through software 
analysis. Higher values can indicate a more uneven or rugged terrain. 

 
Morphometric Parameters: 
a. Linear Aspects : 

 Stream Number (Nu): This is the total number of streams in the basin. It is a dimensionless quantity determined 
through software analysis. More streams can indicate a more complex drainage network. 

 Stream Order (Su) (Strahler (1957) [9]): This is a hierarchical ranking of streams based on their size and tributary 
relationships, as proposed by Strahler. Higher order streams are typically larger and have more tributaries. 

 Stream Length (Lu) (Horton (1932) [2]): This is the total length of all streams in the basin, measured in kilometers. 
It is calculated as the sum of the lengths of all individual streams (Lu1 + Lu2 +….Ln). 

 Bifurcation Ratio (Rb) (Horton (1945) & Strahler (1964)  [10-11]): This is a dimensionless measure of the 
branching pattern of the stream network. A higher bifurcation ratio can indicate a more complex drainage network. 

 
 Mean Stream Length (Lū) (Strahler (1964) [11]): This is the average length of streams in the basin, measured in 

kilometers. It is calculated as the total stream length divided by the number of streams (Lu/Nu). A longer mean 
stream length can indicate a more elongated basin shape. 

 
b. Areal Aspects: 

 Elongation Ratio (Re) (Schumm (1956) [7]): This is a dimensionless measure of the shape of the basin. A higher 
elongation ratio can indicate a more circular basin shape. 

 
 Form Factor (Ff) (Horton (1932) [2]): This is a dimensionless measure of the shape of the basin. A higher form 

factor can indicate a more circular basin shape. 

 
 Circularity Ratio (Rc) (Miller (1953) & Schumm (1956) [8-7]): This is a dimensionless measure of the roundness of 

the basin. A higher circularity ratio can indicate a more circular basin shape. 

 
 Stream Frequency (Fs) (Horton (1932) [2]): This is the number of streams per unit area, measured in inverse 

square kilometers (ΣNu/A). A higher stream frequency can indicate a more dense drainage network. 
 Drainage Density (D) (Horton (1932) [2]): This is the total length of streams per unit area, measured in kilometers 

per square kilometer (ΣLu/A). A higher drainage density can indicate a more dense drainage network. 
 Constant Channel of Maintenance (Schumm (1956) [7]): This is the area required to maintain a unit length of 

stream channel, measured in square kilometers per kilometer (1/D). A lower constant of channel maintenance can 
indicate a more dense drainage network. 

 Length of Overland Flow (Lg) (Horton (1945) [10]): This is the average length of overland flow paths, measured in 
kilometers . A longer length of overland flow can indicate a slower response to rainfall. 
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 Drainage Intensity (Di) (Faniran (1968) [13]): This is a measure of the intensity of the drainage network, measured 

in inverse kilometers (Fs/D). A higher drainage intensity can indicate a more dense drainage network. 
 Drainage Texture (Dt) (Horton (1945) [10]): This is a measure of the fineness or coarseness of the drainage 

pattern, measured in inverse kilometers (Nu/P). A higher drainage texture can indicate a more fine-grained 
drainage pattern. 

 Ruggedness Number (Rn) (Melton (1957) [12]): This is a dimensionless measure of the ruggedness of the terrain. It 
is calculated as the drainage density times the relief (D x H). A higher ruggedness number can indicate a more 
rugged terrain. 

 
c. Relief Aspects: 

 Slope (S): This is the steepness of the terrain, measured in square kilometers. It is determined through software 
analysis. Steeper slopes can lead to faster runoff. 

 Relief (H) (Strahler (1957) [9]): This is the difference in elevation between the highest and lowest points in the 
basin, measured in meters (Z-z). Greater relief can indicate steeper slopes and faster runoff. 

 Relief Ratio (Rh) (Schumm (1956) [7]): This is a dimensionless measure of the steepness of the terrain. It is 
calculated as the relief divided by the basin length (H/Lb). A higher relief ratio can indicate steeper slopes. 
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Table -1: Various parameters of Jalna District 
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(b) 

Table -2: Various parameters of Aurangabad District 
(a) 

Jalna District 

Parameters TRI  TPI Roughness Slope 

Name Min Avg Max Min Avg Max Min Avg Max Min Avg Max 

Partur 0 2.852091 10.63015 -3 -0.00284 3.625 0 2.413952 10 0 2.754997 12.60215 

Mantha 0 3.527215 23.19483 -4.375 -0.00015 4 0 3.139491 25 0 3.750856 32.16478 

Jalna 0 3.789989 27.44085 -5.625 0.008369 5.375 0 3.364569 28 0 3.929021 36.83593 

Jaffarabad 0 3.957906 29.74895 -4.25 -0.0056 4 0 3.515435 29 0 4.04934 40.71655 

Ghanswangi 0 2.984117 31.06445 -3 0.003602 4.125 0 2.547848 34 0 2.939222 43.08193 

Bhokardan 0 3.698626 71.94442 -4.125 -0.00931 4.75 0 3.258273 79 0 3.751231 98.88044 

Badnapur 0 4.215811 33.49627 -5 -0.0119 5.375 0 3.822847 38 0 4.525291 46.11173 

Ambad 0 3.2509 38.03945 -4.25 0.00016 6.125 0 2.821007 40 0 3.278312 51.01463 

Jalna District 0 3.519895 46.13025 -8.75 0.676446 6.625 0 3.096814 48 0 3.601815 63.73862 
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(b) 

 
Table -3: Various parameters of Nanded District 

(a) 

  Parameters TRI  TPI Roughness Slope 

  Name Min Avg Max Min Avg Max Min Avg Max Min Avg Max 
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Aurangabad 0 2.545623 40.05883 -4.04456 -0.00151 5.667297 0 0.519528 38.57758 0 4.643188 74.59223 

Phulambri 0 1.558637 24.86618 -4.04456 -0.00151 5.667297 0 1.57334 25.49286 0 2.859613 48.33992 

Gangapur 0 0.23842 41.12166 -4.04456 -0.00151 5.667297 0 0.245023 45.99207 0 0.446622 78.94583 

Kannad 0 2.797931 54.48167 -4.04456 -0.00151 5.667297 0 2.829362 51.65515 0 5.148088 106.9613 

Khuldabad 0 2.635734 48.94542 -4.04456 -0.00151 5.667297 0 2.677886 52.55383 0 4.844429 91.16573 

Paithan 0 0.509931 35.8415 -4.04456 -0.00151 5.667297 0 0.519528 38.57758 0 0.936859 69.8394 

Sillod 0 1.590496 58.12337 -4.04456 -0.00151 5.667297 0 1.610906 63.7359 0 2.922817 111.0717 

Soegaon 0 3.266963 49.01715 -4.04456 -0.00151 5.667297 0 3.30908 52.23846 0 6.002512 91.8401 

Vaijapur 0 0.312036 9.359804 -4.04456 -0.00151 5.667297 0 0.318748 9.487915 0 0.58217 18.25612 

Aurangabad District 0 1.572172 99.00346 -6.54742 -0.00155 4.9729 0 1.591557 95.95703 0 2.886522 188.6777 
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(b) 
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  Parameters TRI  TPI Roughness Slope 

  Name Min Avg Max Min Avg Max Min Avg Max Min Avg Max 

N
an

d
ed

 
D

is
tr

ic
t 

Ardhapur 0 0.45061 19.57698 -3.22141 -0.00263 3.585175 0 0.460992 20.73019 0 0.822333 36.24081 

Bhokar 0 1.676947 22.22042 -3.13638 0.002973 3.650146 0 1.68778 23.7937 0 3.044998 41.22811 

Biloli 0 0.676238 17.7648 -2.07031 -0.00033 2.72998 0 0.685503 19.12146 0 1.242775 33.02724 

Deglur 0 0.636281 9.241772 -1.17053 0.0002 1.276428 0 0.653666 10.56036 0 1.175564 17.57597 
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Table -4: Various parameters of Beed District 

(a) 

Dharamabad 0 0.197848 6.082922 -0.68094 -9.7E-05 0.549469 0 0.202413 4.976685 0 0.370001 11.78624 

Hadgaon 0 1.122073 19.49056 -2.30154 0.00099 3.028259 0 1.127008 21.39862 0 2.036141 36.48571 

Himayatnag 0 1.005903 19.96122 -2.5498 0.000734 3.049347 0 1.01037 21.4946 0 1.81848 36.80602 

Kandhar 0 1.517709 15.80112 -1.89066 0.000705 1.99527 0 1.542711 17.58249 0 2.779059 29.47951 

Kinwat 0 2.884287 30.19187 -4.25214 -0.00062 4.377625 0 2.904035 33.11859 0 5.252353 58.8378 

Loha 0 0.953881 18.49559 -2.20288 0.000136 2.418121 0 0.967088 19.2363 0 1.750733 35.80736 

Mahoor 0 2.992052 27.52614 -3.54645 0.002545 5.533325 0 3.019155 31.11472 0 5.457888 51.2065 

Mudkhed 0 0.521402 16.30884 -1.79117 -0.00109 2.878601 0 0.532636 17.26584 0 0.965734 30.46002 

Mukhed 0 1.143754 10.75124 -1.52774 0.0024 1.717621 0 1.159551 12.38654 0 2.096186 20.24812 

Nanded 0 0.277221 14.9984 -1.28799 -0.00018 2.495911 0 0.280862 15.50009 0 0.518033 28.77366 

Naigaon 0 0.625775 13.61186 -1.55356 0.000163 1.620209 0 0.638438 14.57156 0 1.155961 26.31985 

Umri 0 1.073709 15.31889 -2.07657 0.001507 3.155121 0 1.08731 16.96185 0 1.973552 29.64006 

 Nanded District 0 1.348954 28.607 -4.64655 -0.00075 5.082214 0 1.362246 32.50504 0 2.463643 53.33582 
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  Parameters TRI  TPI Roughness Slope 

  Name Min Avg Max Min Avg Max Min Avg Max Min Avg Max 

B
ee

d
 D

is
tr

ic
t 

Ambajogai 0 23.38857 1.067297 -2.90808 -0.0002 3.653259 0 1.065221 24.474 0 1.922716 43.23098 

Ashti 0 28.75503 1.666993 -3.52484 0.00125 4.348877 0 1.696389 32.32275 0 3.062889 53.22574 

Beed 0 27.4079 1.420951 -3.74072 0.000797 4.473145 0 1.42417 30.31146 0 2.574525 53.46561 

Dharur 0 26.07636 3.365719 -3.83435 -0.0087 4.126465 0 3.330783 28.91467 0 6.003824 49.97718 

Georai 0 21.98356 0.482531 -1.68561 0.000347 2.456787 0 0.494144 24.75769 0 0.893169 41.31954 

Kaij 0 21.35493 0.770313 -2.88232 -0.00065 3.200256 0 0.772469 23.01355 0 1.39881 41.19627 

Majalgoan 0 3.175632 0.237826 -0.46506 2.19E-05 0.339569 0 0.244783 3.678345 0 0.446492 5.961999 

Parli 0 19.93802 1.395316 -2.87372 3.095093 3.095093 0 1.397695 22.21466 0 2.526357 38.04466 

Patoda 0 27.37329 2.192213 -3.76599 0.003542 4.247986 0 2.202138 28.50812 0 3.970078 53.09391 

Shirur 0 22.94627 1.808688 -2.77478 -0.00165 3.042053 0 1.827823 25.50507 0 3.296707 44.35032 

Wadwani 0 32.22334 2.288701 -8.23389 0.000299 4.921631 0 2.282698 30.35712 0 4.109054 56.91376 

Beed District 0 27.65002 1.333749 -4.92303 0.000403 5.169495 0 1.343248 31.18036 0 2.421805 51.51793 
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3. CONCLUSIONS 
 
 Based on above results, following are the conclusions for Jalna district: 

1. Jafferabad, having the minimum area and drainage density, is likely to have higher water retention and thus, lower 
drought risk. 

2. Bhokardan, having the maximum area, circularity ratio, and basin relief, is likely to have quicker drainage and thus, 
higher drought risk. 

3. Partur, having the minimum perimeter, mean TRI, mean roughness, elongation ratio, form factor, basin relief, relief ratio, 
and stream length, is likely to have higher water retention and thus, lower drought risk. 

4. Badnapur, having the maximum mean TPI, mean TRI, and relief ratio, is likely to have quicker drainage and thus, higher 
drought risk. 

5. Ambad, having the maximum elongation ratio, form factor, and circularity ratio, is likely to have quicker drainage and 
thus, higher drought risk. 

6. Ghansawangi, having the minimum mean bifurcation ratio, ruggedness number, and stream order, is likely to have 
higher water retention and thus, lower drought risk. 

7. Jalna, having the maximum mean TPI, ruggedness number, stream length, drainage density, and drainage texture, is likely 
to have quicker drainage and thus, higher drought risk. 

8. Mantha, having the minimum drainage intensity, is likely to have higher water retention and thus, lower drought risk. 
 
Following are the conclusions for Aurangabad district: 

1. Khuldabad, having the minimum area, drainage density, and length of overland flow, is likely to have higher water 
retention and thus, lower drought risk. 

2. Vaijapur, having the maximum area, elongation ratio, and form factor, is likely to have quicker drainage and thus, higher 
drought risk. 

3. Soegaon, having the maximum perimeter, mean TRI, mean roughness, circularity ratio, relief ratio, and drainage texture, 
is likely to have quicker drainage and thus, higher drought risk. 

4. Gangapur, having the minimum mean TRI, mean roughness, stream frequency, drainage intensity, is likely to have higher 
water retention and thus, lower drought risk. 

5. Phulambri, having the maximum elongation ratio, form factor, and circularity ratio, is likely to have quicker drainage and 
thus, higher drought risk. 

6. Kannad, having the maximum basin relief, is likely to have quicker drainage and thus, higher drought risk. 
7. Ghansawangi, having the minimum mean bifurcation ratio, is likely to have higher water retention and thus, lower 

drought risk. 
8. Sillod, having the minimum ruggedness number, drainage density, and maximum constant channel of maintenance, is 

likely to have higher water retention and thus, lower drought risk. 
9. Aurangabad, having the maximum ruggedness number, stream order, stream length, stream frequency, drainage 

intensity, and drainage texture, is likely to have quicker drainage and thus, higher drought risk. 
 
Following are the conclusions for Nanded district: 

1. Ardhapur, having the minimum area, perimeter, and mean TPI, is likely to have higher water retention and thus, lower 
drought risk. 

2. Kinwat, having the maximum area, elongation ratio, form factor, and basin relief, is likely to have quicker drainage and 
thus, higher drought risk. 

3. Mudkhed, having the maximum perimeter, is likely to have quicker drainage and thus, higher drought risk. 
4. Bhokar, having the maximum mean TPI, ruggedness number, and drainage texture, is likely to have quicker drainage 

and thus, higher drought risk. 
5. Dharamabad, having the minimum mean TRI, mean roughness, stream frequency, mean bifurcation ratio, and drainage 

texture, is likely to have higher water retention and thus, lower drought risk. 
6. Mahoor, having the maximum mean TRI, mean roughness, and relief ratio, is likely to have quicker drainage and thus, 

higher drought risk. 
7. Mukhed, having the maximum elongation ratio and form factor, is likely to have quicker drainage and thus, higher 

drought risk. 
8. Loha, having the minimum circularity ratio and relief ratio, is likely to have higher water retention and thus, lower 

drought risk. 
9. Biloli, having the maximum circularity ratio, is likely to have quicker drainage and thus, higher drought risk. 
10. Kinwat, having the maximum basin relief and minimum stream order, is likely to have quicker drainage and thus, higher 

drought risk. 
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11. Kandhar, having the maximum mean bifurcation ratio, is likely to have quicker drainage and thus, higher drought risk. 
12. Hadgaon, having the minimum ruggedness number, stream order, stream length, drainage density, and maximum length 

of overland flow, is likely to have higher water retention and thus, lower drought risk. 
13. Nanded, having the maximum stream length and minimum drainage intensity, is likely to have higher water retention 

and thus, lower drought risk. 
14. Bhokar, having the maximum stream frequency, drainage density, drainage texture, and minimum constant channel of 

maintenance, is likely to have quicker drainage and thus, higher drought risk. 
 
Following are the conclusions for Beed district: 

1. Dharur, having the minimum area, perimeter, mean TPI, mean roughness, constant channel of maintenance, and length 
of overland flow, is likely to have higher water retention and thus, lower drought risk. 

2. Ashti, having the maximum area, perimeter, and basin relief, is likely to have quicker drainage and thus, higher drought 
risk. 

3. Parli, having the maximum mean TPI, elongation ratio, form factor, and circularity ratio, is likely to have quicker 
drainage and thus, higher drought risk. 

4. Majalgoan, having the minimum mean TRI, mean roughness, basin relief, relief ratio, mean bifurcation ratio, ruggedness 
number, stream frequency, drainage intensity, and drainage texture, is likely to have higher water retention and thus, 
lower drought risk. 

5. Wadwani, having the maximum mean TRI and minimum circularity ratio, is likely to have higher water retention and 
thus, lower drought risk. 

6. Georai, having the maximum elongation ratio, form factor, and mean bifurcation ratio, is likely to have quicker drainage 
and thus, higher drought risk. 

7. Beed and Patoda, having the maximum basin relief, are likely to have quicker drainage and thus, higher drought risk. 
8. Dharur, having the maximum relief ratio, ruggedness number, stream frequency, drainage density, drainage texture, and 

minimum length of overland flow, is likely to have quicker drainage and thus, higher drought risk. 
9. Patoda, having the minimum stream length, drainage density, and maximum constant channel of maintenance, is likely 

to have higher water retention and thus, lower drought risk. 
10. Shirur, having the minimum drainage texture, is likely to have higher water retention and thus, lower drought risk. 
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